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Participant recruitment for aphasia study: 

Wernicke’s Aphasia: An investigation into auditory comprehension

Researcher: Holly Robson
Supervisors: Dr. Karen Sage, Professor Matt Lambon Ralph, Dr. Roland Zahn
Many thanks for your help with recruiting participants with Wernicke’s Aphasia. This study aims to investigate the route of the auditory comprehension impairment in this client group.

What type of participant is Holly looking to recruit?

People with Wernicke’s Aphasia who have:

a) Impaired comprehension, particularly auditory comprehension:

You may notice that in conversation they show much better comprehension than they do on formal testing. If you have done specific tests they will have found these hard. E.g. on the spoken TROG they have been unable to consistently select the correct answer or on a test of spoken word to picture matching, such as PALPA 49, they score below 36/40 
b) Fluent Verbal Output with Jargon.

You may notice this in conversation and in more formal language tests such as naming, repetition, reading aloud and picture description. As people improve, they often learn how to inhibit this so if your client does not really do this any more, we would still be interested in meeting them for the project. 

What if I am not sure whether this person is suitable for Holly’s project?
You do not need to be 100% sure whether your client is suitable. Karen and Holly are happy to visit any person you think could be suitable and we will then talk with the person and their family about the project.  We will do an informal screen, to see if they are suitable, and then we will feed back to you what happened when we visited. You would be welcome to come to this initial visit if you would like to.  

Would you like me as a therapist to do any more assessments?
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No, we are not asking you to do any additional assessments than you would do normally. What we would find helpful is for you to give us a description of your client, what they can and cannot do. Your clinical impression is more important to us than formal tests. We will be carrying out some assessment and we will send you copies of these results.  
What shall I do now if I think I know someone who is suitable and who might be interested to take part?

a) You will want to check out with your client whether he/she is agreeable to you passing on some basic details to us about him/her. When you do this, you will want to tell them that, if they agree, Holly will be in touch soon about visiting them. 

b) You will then want to give us the details of this client. The easiest way for us to be sure we have all the information is if you would fill in a referral form (attached) and send it back in the post to Holly. However if you prefer, you can send Holly an e-mail with your details and she will get back to you so you can pass on the clients details over the phone. 
What if I need to talk this through with you before I do anything else?

Please do ring or e-mail any of us about the project. Our telephone numbers and e-mail addresses are below. 
Holly Robson (Speech and Language Therapist, PhD student)

Email: holly.robson@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk
Telephone: 0161 306 0451
Fax: 0161 275 2873
Supervised by:

Dr. Karen Sage (Senior Clinical Lecturer in Speech and Language Therapy)

Email: karen.sage@manchester.ac.uk
Telephone: 0161 275 2683

Fax: 0161 275 2873

Prof. Matt Lambon Ralph (Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience)

Email: matt.lambon-ralph@manchester.ac.uk 

Telephone: 0161 275 2581 (Secretary, Kamila Laing)
Fax: 0161 275 2873
Dr. Roland Zahn (Clinical Research Fellow)

Email: roland.zahn@manchester.ac.uk
Telephone: 0161 275 7338
Fax: 0161 275 2873
Very many thanks for your attention 

Holly Robson and Karen Sage
http://www.psych-sci.manchester.ac.uk/students/HollyRobson
Neuroscience & Aphasia Research Unit
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