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Three-day training workshop

15-17 January 2014
Trainers: 
Dr Ming Wai Wan, Lecturer in Developmental Psychology 

Professor Jonathan Green, Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
Venue: University of Manchester, UK
Introduction
The MCAST is a structured doll play methodology, which provides an approach to understanding attachment representations in young school-age children (4.0 - 8.5 years inclusive) to a specific caregiver.  The measure is suitable for research and clinical application and is currently used in a large number of international research projects and in clinical settings by psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers and others. 

The MCAST is special in its focus on attachment themes in dyadic (i.e. caregiver-child) doll play. It introduces attachment-specific story stems along with affective arousal to mobilise internal representations in a way that children find accessible and engaging.  The coding adapts concepts from both Strange Situation and Adult Attachment procedures to allow categorisation into classic attachment patterns (A,B,C,D with sub-classifications), as well as giving Disorganisation and Coherence scores. Because it was particularly developed for application in clinical groups, MCAST coding has a developed coding scheme for capturing attachment disorganisation. The MCAST has published validation (Green et al 2000, Goldwyn et 2000) and has been used in a variety of international studies since that time in low and high risk groups (see references at the end).

The workshop

This 3 day intensive workshop will be led by Dr Ming Wai Wan, with an introductory and ‘Q&A’-style session from Professor Jonathan Green. The workshop is suitable for professionals who wish to learn to use the MCAST for research or clinical practice. 
It provides:

· An introduction to the conceptual background to the method 

· Training to administer the task 

· Training in the coding system

· Details of MCAST research findings and discussion on the application of the MCAST

· Q&A session with Professor Jonathan Green, the originator of the MCAST, focusing on clinical experience and other discussion on application  
· All necessary course materials, including manuals, coding forms and other materials


After the workshop, participants receive a certificate of attendance.
Post-workshop tests
Following the 3-day workshop, participants have the opportunity to complete their training in the MCAST to research/clinical standard. As the result of our experience and feedback, it is expected that all stages MUST be completed within 1 year from the date of the workshop.

Administration: Participants have the opportunity to submit a DVD of their own MCAST administration from which they will receive personalised feedback. If the administration reaches ‘codeable’ standard, then the participant is in a position to use the instrument in general clinical practice or to administer it in research. 

Coding: A coding reliability test is posted out by request. It is necessary to pass this test in order to code, analyze and report research data, as well as to report formal MCAST findings in clinical work, for instance to courts. An accredited MCAST coding certificate is issued when the reliability test is passed. 

Further information

Further information can be found on our website: www.manchester.ac.uk/medicine/mcast and in the bibiography below. If you have specific queries, please contact Ming Wai Wan: m.w.wan@manchester.ac.uk. 
Cost  
The fee of £750 includes the following:

· 3-day workshop, and manuals and other training materials
· Lunches and refreshments
· Post-training MCAST administration check(s) and feedback(s)
· Post-training MCAST reliability testing material and feedback 
Please enquire about discounts for clinical/research teams of 3 or more participants
Registration

You can now register and pay by logging into e-store online: http://www.medicine.manchester.ac.uk/mcast/training/
Payment ensures confirmation of your place; programme information will be sent in due course. For any enquiries (including group discounts), please contact Dr Ming Wai Wan: M.w.wan@manchester.ac.uk
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