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Happy New Year! Welcome to the 
winter edition of our Newsletter!
 
Following the festive break, 
everyone here at MCHE is back 
working on a number of important 
projects. Staff and students have 
been presenting their work at 
international conferences and we 
have published some really 
interesting research in the past few 
months. We also have some 
exciting new projects to tell you 
about.
 
We have chosen a few of our 
current and upcoming projects to 
feature in this newsletter to show 
how our work is informing policy 
both locally and internationally. We 
are key players in European-wide 
projects such as SENSE-COG, our 
students’ PhD work has relevance 
for international audiences and we 
have recently won funding for a 
new Anglo-American initiative to 
generate insights into cancer 
prevention. Closer to home, we 
continue our work within the 

WELCOME!

Manchester Molecular Pathology 
Innovation Centre and we are 
embarking on a new multi-
disciplinary study alongside the 
NIHR Greater Manchester Patient 
Safety Research Centre.
 
During the coming year MCHE 
staff and students will continue to 
deliver teaching in all aspects of 
health economics and will be 
organising events such as the 
successful MEED Research Forum. 
Once again, we have a schedule of 
brilliant speakers lined up for our 
external seminar series.
 
As you can tell, 2019 is going to be 
a really productive year for MCHE. 
Productive, not just in terms of 
teaching and research outputs, 
but also in terms of forging new 
and lasting working partnerships. 
We look forward to another year 
of collaboration with old and new 
friends around the world.
 
Best wishes
Katherine 

https://twitter.com/HealthEcon_MCR


PROJECT HIGHLIGHT : SENSE-COG

SENSE-Cog is a European Horizons 2020 
funded project led by the University of 
Manchester, aiming to investigate the 
combined impact of sight and/or hearing 
impairment in people with dementia. It 
involves two key work streams, the 
randomised controlled trial of the SENSE-
Cog intervention, and the incremental 
development of a toolkit.
 
The SENSE-Cog intervention is a non-
pharmacological complex intervention 
which involves two components, one being 
the identification and correction of sensory 
impairment with the aid of various devices. 
The other component involves a trained 
therapist delivering a 12-week tailored (to 
participant need) sensory support 
programme to the person with dementia 
and their caregivers. The trial is a 
multinational, multicentre trial, with sites in 
five European countries: England, Ireland, 
France, Greece and Cyprus.

In September Alex Thompson, a 
Research Fellow at MCHE, attended a 
META (Medtech Early Technical 
Assessment) Tool training day. The 
META tool was developed by NICE in 
collaboration with Greater 
Manchester Academic Health Science 
Network (GMAHSN) and is designed 
to be used by MedTech developers, 
alongside a trained facilitator, to 
guide them in identifying gaps in the 
evidence-base for their technologies. 
 
As part of his role working for the 
Manchester Molecular Pathology 
Innovation Centre, Alex is already 
experienced working with molecular 
diagnostic companies to develop 
health economic evidence for their 
technologies. After successfully 
passing an assessment by NICE, Alex 
can also now provide the META tool 
opening up the possibility for MCHE 
to become a licensed facilitating 
organisation.
 

NICE META TOOL

The toolkit is being developed alongside the 
SENSE-Cog project in order to guide 
professionals and others in primary care, 
hearing and vision clinics, and memory 
assessment services, in the diagnosis and 
management of older Europeans with dual- 
or triple- impairments.
 
Professor Rachel Elliott (lead), Dr Elizabeth 
Camacho and Hannah Hussain work on 
WP4 for the SENSE-Cog trial - the valuation 
package. The objective of WP4 is to 
promote mental well-being in older 
Europeans with dual- or triple- impairment 
by providing economic evidence to support 
involved services. In this process, they will 
be ascertaining the cost-effectiveness of the 
SENSE-Cog intervention, as well as 
modelling beyond the trial in order to 
explore the long-term cost-effectiveness of 
the intervention. Due to the multinational 
context, this involves incorporating country-
specific differences within the economic 
evaluation.

In October, Hannah attended the general 
assembly meeting for the SENSE-Project in 
Nicosia, Cyprus (pictured above). She 
presented to the other members of the 
SENSE-Cog team an update of the work 
herself, Prof Rachel Elliott and Dr Elizabeth 
Camacho have been carrying out for the 
valuation package of the trial. She discussed 
the main focusses so far which surround 
appropriate modelling of dementia 
progression, incorporation of country 
specific differences and the health 
economics team involvement with the 
research user group.
 
She also took this opportunity to provide 

the SENSE-Cog team with an insight into the 
role of economic evaluation within health 
technology assessment, and detailed the 
processes that are involved for the 
economic evaluation of the SENSE-Cog 
randomised controlled trial.
 
The general assembly meetings have been 
held annually in order to update the SENSE-
Cog team consortium on the overall trial 
status, the progress of each work package 
and the development of various other 
outputs resulting from the project. 
 
The next general assembly meeting in 2019 
will be held in Dublin.

UNDERSTANDING 

HEALTHCARE 

AND THE 

HOMELESS

Dr Tommy Allen and Dr Will 
Whittaker are collaborating with the 
NIHR Greater Manchester Patient 
Safety Translational Research Centre 
to investigate hospital usage by 
homeless people. The research will 
provide valuable information on how 
homeless people use hospital 
services and findings will feed into 
wider projects on vulnerable people. 
The research will be conducted with 
support by Prof Stephen Campbell, 
Dr Caroline Sanders, Dr Sudeh 
Cheraghi-Sohi, Dr Gavin Daker-White 
and Charlie Moss. 

Dr Cheryl Jones presented at the Cancer 
Prevention Sandpit in Potomac, Maryland. 
The National Cancer Institute (NCI), in 
collaboration with Cancer Research UK 
(CRUK) hosed a “Sandpit” workshop to bring 
together a multidisciplinary group of 
participants to generate new insights on the 
contextual factors (e.g., social, cultural, 

CANCER PREVENTION SANDPIT

and organizational) that influence the 
implementation and uptake of digital health 
interventions for cancer prevention. The 
research ideas generated at the workshop 
will inform dissemination and 
implementation efforts, with the ultimate 
goal of increasing the reach, adoption, and 
maintained use of digital health tools.

As part of a team of seven, Cheryl won seed 
funding for £40,000 to improve physical 
activity in mothers living in disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods in New York, USA. Cheryl is 
leading the health economic analysis of the 
feasibility study.



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT :

PESLIE NG 'AMBI

(THE NOT SO LOYAL MANCHESTER 

CITY SUPPORTER)

Up to 11.4% of the population in some countries are living with 
Psoriasis- a chronic, non-communicable, painful, disfiguring 
and disabling disease for which there is no cure and with great 
negative impact on patients’ quality of life (QoL).
 
This condition can occur at any age including the working 
population. Being a chronic conditions means such people are 
likely to perpetually encounter days of impaired work ability. 
Unfortunately, what is known about the economic impact of 
this impaired work ability remains scanty. Therefore, in order 
to quantify this impact, a range of methods will be used to 
synthesise evidence of economic burden of disease of 
psoriasis including current evidence on the cost, both 
healthcare and societal of the disease, and the impact on 
health-related quality of life and well-being. Existing datasets 
to understand the cost of treating psoriasis will be used, as 
well as survey methods and regression-based analysis to 
understand the cost of treating psoriasis, potentially taking 
account of the natural history of disease, and quantify the link 
between the impact of psoriasis on health and/or well-being 
and productivity at work.
 

It’s the start of the new 
semester and the streets of 
Manchester will be buzzing 
with students from all 
corners of the world. As 
usual MCHE has had its 
share of new starters and 
welcomes Peslie Ng'ambi 
(pictured) as he embarks on 
a PhD journey aiming to 
quantify the Economic 
impact of psoriasis in 
selected countries.
 
 

Alex Thompson, Caroline Vass, Gemma Shields and Sean Gavan 
all had research presented at the European ISPOR meeting in 
Barcelona.
 
Alex Thompson had a podium presentation entitled "Multi-
indication therapies: developing a value-based framework to 
incorporate opportunity cost" which is joint research with Sean 
Gavan.  He also won a prize for his poster  Thompson A, Page O, 
Runswick E, Hyde C, Payne K. "First do no harm? Exploring the 
interpretation of NICE Diagnostic Assessments with cost savings 
and QALY loss".
 
Dr Caroline Vass presented three posters: Vass C, Ulph F, 
Georgsson S. Preferences for prenatal and new born screening: 
a systematic review of discrete choice experiments. 
 
John N, Gavan SP, Vass C. The role of information provision in 
economic evaluations of noninvasive prenatal testing: a 
systematic review.
 
Soekhai V, de Bekker-Grob EW, Ellis AR, Vass C. Discrete choice 
experiments in health economics: past, present and future. 
 
Gemma Shields presented two posters: Ramirez Guevara G, 
Shields GE, McCrea C, Treharne C. A review of recent appraisals 
from the institute for clinical and economic review: how 
important is the ICER?
 
Shields GE, Cranmer H, Camacho C, Porter JK. A cost-
effectiveness analysis of the influenza vaccine in adult patients 
with cancer.

MCHE AT ISPOR BARCELONA

METHODS FOR THE ECONOMIC EVALUATION OF DIAGNOSTICS (MEED)

INAUGURAL MEETING

The first ‘Methods for the Economic Evaluation of Diagnostics’ 
(MEED) Research Forum took place successfully on 26th 
September 2018. The event was co-organised by Sean Gavan 
and Alexander Thompson (MCHE, The University of Manchester) 
and Alison Smith (University of Leeds).
 
The MEED Research Forum brought together 37 researchers 
from across the UK who have an interest in health economics 
and diagnostic tests. Diagnostic tests are playing an increasing 
role in patients’ health care management decisions within the 
NHS. Health economists face interesting methodological 
challenges when evaluating health technologies and policies 
that comprise diagnostic tests.
 
The programme included nine sessions with topics that covered 
the breadth of research being undertaken in the field of health 
economics and diagnostic tests. The research presented was 
predominantly work-in-progress with great feedback and group 
discussion following each session.  The organising committee 
 

would like to thank everybody for submitting abstracts and for 
their contributions on the day.
 
The next MEED Research Forum will take place during autumn 
2019 in Manchester. Details about abstract submission, 
registration, and the venue will be circulated soon.

I thought it was 
fantastic, really well 

organised and a great 
mix of speakers.

MEED attendee



UPCOMING MCHE

EXTERNAL SEMINARS

Dr Ed Wilson,
Senior Research Associate
University of Cambridge
Monday, 21st January
 
Dr Koonal Shah,
Principal Economist
Office of Health Economics
Monday, 4th February
 
Dr James Buchanan,
Senior Researcher
University of Oxford
Monday, 11th March

IN OTHER NEWS . . .

Welcome to Garima Dalal and Vasiliki Xenelli who have joined MCHE as Research Associates and to Dr Ewan Gray who has 
returned to MCHE as a Research Fellow • Congratulations to Georgios Gkountouras who submitted his PhD and successfully 
defended his thesis • Congratulations to Dr Sean Gavan who has been awarded Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (HEA) 
in recognition of his teaching activities and supervision of student research projects •

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

October 2018
Whittaker W. Delivering Care 7 Days a 
Week: Reviewing methods of introducing 
and financing evening and weekend 
appointments. Public Policy Exchange 
event: The Future of Primary Care: 
Overcoming Challenges and Delivering 
Better Outcomes for Patients.
 
Vass C. The role of training materials in 
stated preference studies: can we 
improve response efficiency? Leeds 
Academic Unit of Health Economics.
 
Youn JH. & Jones C. Disease Prevention 
and Health Economics. BRC Prevention 
Event; Manchester Academic Health 
Science Centre (MAHSC).
 
Hussein H. Health economic evaluation 
of the impact of co-morbid mental 
health and sensory impairments and 
cost effectiveness of support 
interventions. Sense-COG annual 
meeting Nicosia. 
 
 
 
 

Latif, A., Waring, J., Watmough, D., Boyd, 
M. J., & Elliott, R. A. (2018). ‘I expected 
just to walk in, get my tablets and then 
walk out’: on framing new community 
pharmacy services in the English 
healthcare system. Sociology of health & 
illness.
 
Thompson, A., Sutton, M., & Payne, K. 
(2018) Estimating Joint Health Condition 
Utility Values. Value in Health.
 
Wordsworth, S., Doble, B., Payne, K., 
Buchanan, J., Marshall, D. A., McCabe, C., 
& Regier, D. A. (2018). Using “big data” in 
the cost-effectiveness analysis of next-
generation sequencing technologies: 
challenges and potential solutions. Value 
in Health, 21(9), 1048-1053.
 
 
 
 

November 2018
Thompson A, Page O, Runswick E, Hyde 
C, Payne K. First do no harm? Exploring 
the interpretation of NICE Diagnostic 
Assessments with cost savings and QALY 
loss. ISPOR Barcelona.
 
Thompson A, Gavan SP. Multi-indication 
therapies: developing a value-based 
framework to incorporate opportunity 
cost. ISPOR Barcelona.
 
Vass C, Ulph F, Georgsson S. Preferences 
for prenatal and new born screening: a 
systematic review of discrete choice 
experiments. ISPOR Barcelona.
 
John N, Gavan SP, Vass C. The role of 
information provision in economic 
evaluations of noninvasive prenatal 
testing: a systematic review. ISPOR 
Barcelona.
 

Soekhai V, de Bekker-Grob EW, Ellis AR, 
Vass C. Discrete choice experiments in 
health economics: past, present and 
future. ISPOR Barcelona.
 
Ramirez Guevara G, Shields GE, McCrea 
C, Treharne C. A review of recent 
appraisals from the institute for clinical 
and economic review: how important is 
the ICER? ISPOR Barcelona.
 
Shields GE, Cranmer H, Camacho C, 
Porter JK. A cost-effectiveness analysis 
of the influenza vaccine in adult 
patients with cancer. ISPOR Barcelona.
 
January 2019
Allen T, Gyrd-Hansen D, Kristensen S, 
Oxholm A, Pedersen L, Pezzino M. The 
hidden costs of resource constraints in 
primary care. HESG York.

Soekhai, V., de Bekker-Grob, E. W., Ellis, 
A. R., & Vass, C. M. (2018). Discrete 
Choice Experiments in Health 
Economics: Past, Present and Future. 
PharmacoEconomics.
 
Payne, K., & Eden, M. (2018). Measuring 
the economic value of genetic 
counselling. European Journal of 
Medical Genetics.
 
Allen, T., Walshe, K., Proudlove, N., & 
Sutton, M. (2019) The measurement 
and improvement of emergency 
department performance through 
inspection and rating. An observational 
study of emergency departments in 
acute hospitals in England. Emergency 
Medical Journal.


