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NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the Spring edition of our 
Newsletter! Following the dreariness of 
the winter weather, everyone here at 
MCHE is enjoying the feeling of spring 
and the energy it brings. In this 
edition, we have some new members 
of staff to introduce, announce new 
appointments for existing members of 
staff and we congratulate a 
distinguished prize winner. We also 
have the regular student spotlight 
section and have chosen a selection of 
current projects to highlight how we 
are working with our colleagues within 
Manchester, across the UK and 
globally. 
 
 
We describe how we have contributed 
to a handbook that aims to encourage 
the informed engagement of the 
public and patients in research. Our 
contribution to teaching continues 
with the Economics MSc and Genomics 
MSc. Professor Linda Davies and 
 

Gemma Shields are also running the 
RCP Accredited 'Economic Evaluation 
in Healthcare: An Introduction' 
continuing professional development 
course in May. 
 
Our external seminar series is also 
going from strength to strength with 
thanks to the excellent speakers who 
agree to join us for a day in 
Manchester. Very best wishes from all 
of us in MCHE and enjoy the lightness 
of spring! 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 

Centre Lead 
 
Prof Katherine Payne 
katherine.payne@manchester.ac.uk 
 
Administrator 
 
Lisa McDonald 
lisa.mcdonald@manchester.ac.uk 

Katherine

@HealthEcon_MCR 
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Professor Stephen Birch has been awarded 
the 2019 International Association for 
Dental Research (IADR) Distinguished 
Scientist Award for Behavioural, 
Epidemiologic and Health Services 
Research. The award “recognises 
outstanding achievements in the areas of 
health services research as they relate to 
dentistry” and it will be presented at the 
IADR annual scientific meeting in 
Vancouver in June 2019. Steve has 
participated in research on the economics 
of oral health and health care services for 
over 30 years. Since joining the University 
of Manchester in 2006, he has developed 
research collaborations with colleagues in 
the University of Manchester Dental 
School. These include studies of the effects 
of changing the workforce composition in 
primary dental care (with the School of 
Dentistry’s Martin Tickle), the impact of the 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT : 

LEONIE BRINKMANN

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR DENTAL 

RESEARCH (IADR) DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIST

As clinical pharmacist by background Leonie worked 
in a hospital in Germany before she joined MCHE in 
2017. While Leonie screened individual patients to 
identify and solve medication errors by the doctors in 
the hospital, here in MCHE her PhD project focuses 
on the economic evaluation of an IT intervention that 
aims to reduce medication errors in primary care. 
The Salford Medication and Safety Dashboard 
(SMASH) screens patient’s electronic health records 
and presents patients with potential prescribing 
errors in an easy to view dashboard. A recent report 
initiated by the Department of Health and Social Care 
with Professor Rachel Elliott as lead author estimated 
the burden of medication errors for the NHS to be 
about £98.5 million per year. The report also 
highlighted the need for further research on the link 
between prescribing errors, harm for the patient and 
cost for the NHS due to sparse data availability in this 
area. In order to evaluate the cost-effectiveness of 

EVALUATING INITIATIVES TO REDUCE 

INCIDENCE OF SKIN CANCERS

We have started work on a 
multidisciplinary project 
aimed at reducing harm 
from sunbeds (non-solar 
ultraviolet radiation). Martin 
Eden and Katherine Payne 
are part of the team also 
comprising researchers and 
clinicians from the Cancer 
Research UK Manchester 
Institute, the Manchester 
Centre for Health 
Psychology, NHS trusts and 
the QIMR Berghofer Medical 
Research Institute, Australia. 
 
Incidence of melanoma – a 
potentially life-threatening 
type of skin cancer – has 
been rising steadily in the 
UK over the last three 
decades. Causes have been 

identified including 
environmental factors such 
as exposure to UVR. There 
is the potential to prevent a 
large number of melanoma 
cases and other skin 
cancers which have a 
substantial economic 
impact on the NHS. 
 
Qualitative methods are 
being used to inform 
design of optimal 
interventions to reduce 
harm from non-solar 
UVR. Then we are 
constructing economic 
models to understand the 
anticipated impact of these 
initiatives for populations 
in Greater Manchester and 
across the UK. 

SHOWING 

STRONG 

SUPPORT...

Many, many congratulations to Steve from the 
Division. He is only the second economist to win this 
award. Prof Arpana Verma, The University of Manchester

new dentist contract on access to care in 
the NHS (with MCHE's Will Whittaker), the 
evaluation of strategies for reducing 
unnecessary referrals to secondary care 
(with the School of Dentistry’s Ian Pretty) 
and the economics of new radiographic 
technology in diagnosing dental disease 
(with the School of Dentistry’s Keith 
Horner). Steve was part of a University of 
Manchester team that was previously 
awarded the 2017 IADR Aubrey Sheiham 
award for the best published paper in the 
field of community dental health and he 
has received honorary distinguished 
scientist awards from dental schools in 
Toronto (Canada) and Malmo (Sweden). 
He is currently leading a collaborative 
research project of methods for planning 
the future oral health workforce between 
the University of Manchester and the 
University of Queensland (Australia). 

SMASH appropriately, this 
link needs to be 
investigated further. 
Leonie’s PhD aims to 
quantify the burden of 
prescribing errors by using 
UK observational data sets 
in primary care (CPRD) and 
secondary care (HES). 
 

Showing strong support …. 
Katherine Payne (Wales) and Rachel 
Elliott (England) showing strong 
support for their respective teams 
taking part in the Guinness Rugby 
Six Nations 2019 when they met in 
Cardiff on 23rd February 2019. One 
of them was disappointed with the 
result… 
England led 10-3 at half-time and 
appeared destined to add Wales to 
their impressive list of emphatic 
results against Ireland and France, 
only to come apart at the seams 
after half-time. 
 

Professors 
Katherine 
Payne and 

Rachel Elliott 
enthusiastically 
support their 

national teams.

http://www.eepru.org.uk/article/prevalence-and-economic-burden-of-medication-errors-in-the-nhs-in-england/


PROJECT HIGHLIGHT : THE REFLECT TRIAL

xxxxxx something about this work being exciting :)

 
Prof Steve Birch, Professor of Health Economics

PROJECT 

HIGHLIGHT : CASPAR

Members of the MCHE are
collaborating with the Dermatology
Centre of Salford Royal NHS
Foundation Trust and the
Manchester Pharmacy School on a
new research project titled
“Characterising the management
costs of psoriasis and impact of key
co-morbidities” (CASPAR). 
 
A Psoriasis Rapid Access Clinic is
being developed in Salford which
intends to improve disease-related
outcomes by enabling earlier access
to health care interventions tailored
to needs of individual patients. The
aim of the CASPAR project is to
understand the current ‘patient
journey’ in terms of health care
treatments, services, and costs to the
NHS for a group of people with
psoriasis alone and with other
conditions. Distinct care pathways
will be defined by analysing data
collected in primary care (Clinical
Practice Research Datalink; CPRD)
and secondary care (Hospital Episode
Statistics; HES).  
 
The project will be led by Darren
Ashcroft, Katherine Payne,
and Christopher Griffiths. The MCHE
members involved in the study are:
Thomas Allen, Sean Gavan, Federica
Ciamponi, Alexander Thompson, and
Georgios Gkountouras.  
 

A RESEARCH HANDBOOK FOR PATIENT AND PUBLIC 

INVOLVEMENT RESEARCHERS 

Linda Davies and Gemma Shields have contributed a 
chapter on health economics to a new book, written for 
patients and members of the public who want to 
understand more about the approaches, methods and 
language used by health-services researchers. Patient 
and public involvement in research is now a requirement 
of most major health-research programmes, and this 
book is designed to equip these individuals with the 
knowledge and skills necessary for meaningful 
participation. 
 
The health economics chapter introduces the need for 
economic evaluation in healthcare and methods used, 

aided by a case study. The book was developed during a 
five-year research programme funded by the UK’s 

A Randomised controlled trial to 
evaluate the effectiveness and cost 
benefit of prescribing high-dose 
fluoride toothpaste in preventing 
and treating dental caries in high-risk 
older adults (The Reflect trial). 
 
The number of people of State 
Pension Age in the UK is projected to 
increase by 33% by 2040 with those 
aged 75 and over increasing by 90%. 
This project focuses attention on the 
complex oral health needs of this 
rapidly growing age group. Dental 
caries is preventable, yet it is the 
most common disease worldwide. In 
high-risk older populations, it is an 
important public health issue as the 
proportion of the population 
retaining natural teeth into old age 
has increased rapidly. Dentate older 
adults tend to have extensively 
restored teeth, mainly due to the 
absence of fluoride toothpaste in 
their childhood years. For these 
older adults, the risk of developing 
dental caries increases due to the 
presence of restorations and 
prostheses (bridges or dentures) 

that increase plaque retention, dry 
mouth (often, as a result of 
polypharmacy), exposed root 
surfaces and a cariogenic diet. The 
oral health of these individuals will 
decline as their physical and 
cognitive abilities deteriorate, 
resulting in a growing population 
health problem with significant 
financial repercussions for the NHS. 
 
This NIHR funded study aims to 
establish whether caries prevention 
through prescribed high-fluoride 
toothpaste is feasible, clinically 
effective and cost effective as a 
policy for preventing oral diseases in 
older populations across all 
residential settings. The study will 
use a randomised control design 
and discrete choice evaluation to 
generate evidence on the clinical 
effects and patient benefits of high 
fluoride toothpaste as a prevention 
strategy. The study involves 
collaboration between MCHE (Steve 
Birch), the School of Dentistry and 
colleagues at the University of 
Aberdeen. 

National Institute for Health 
Research called Enhancing the 
Quality of User Involved Care 
Planning in Mental Health 
Services (EQUIP). 
 
Buy or download (open access) 
the handbook through 
Manchester University Press. 
 
 
http://www.manchesteruniversity 
press.co.uk/9781526136534 

Welcome to Dr Zoe Philips who has joined 
MCHE from BresMed Health Solutions where 
she was Chief Operating Officer Zoe has over

http://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9781526136534


LIQUID BIOPSIES IN MINIMAL RESIDUAL DISEASE

RECENT MCHE PUBLICATIONS 

Thompson, A. J., Sutton, M., & Payne, K. 
(2019). Estimating Joint Health Condition 
Utility Values. Value in Health. 
 
Jones, C., Verstappen, S., & Payne, K. 
(2019). A Systematic Review of 
Productivity in Economic Evaluations of 
Workplace Interventions: A Need for 
Reporting Criteria? Applied Health 
Economics and Health Policy. 
 
Vass, C., Georgsson, S., Ulph, F., & Payne, 
K. (2019). Preferences for aspects of 
antenatal and newborn screening: a 
systematic review. BMC Pregnancy and 
Childbirth. 
 
Wright, S., Newman, W., & Payne, K. 
(2019). Accounting for Capacity 
Constraints in Economic Evaluations of 
Precision Medicine: a Systematic Review. 
PharmacoEconomics. 
 

Camacho, E. M., Davies, L. M., Hann, M., Small, 
N., Bower, P., Chew-Graham, C., ... & Waheed, 
W. (2018). Long-term clinical and cost- 
effectiveness of collaborative care (versus 
usual care) for people with mental–physical 
multimorbidity: cluster-randomised trial. The 
British Journal of Psychiatry, 1-8. 
 
Davies, L. M., Hayhurst, K. P., Lorigan, P., & 
Molassiotis, A. (2018). Unmet supportive care 
needs, health status and minimum costs in 
survivors of malignant melanoma.European 
journal of cancer care, 27(2), e12811. 
 
Davison, N. J., Thompson, A. J., Turner, A. J., 
Longworth, L., McElhone, K., Griffiths, C. E., ... & 
BADBIR Study Group. (2017). Generating EQ- 
5D-3L Utility Scores from the Dermatology Life 
Quality Index: A Mapping Study in Patients with
Psoriasis. Value in Health. 
 

Hammond, J., Mason, T., Sutton, M., Hall, A., 
Mays, N., Coleman, A., Allen, P., Warwick- 
Giles, L. & Checkland, K., (2019). Exploring the 
impacts of the 2012 Health and Social Care 
Act reforms to commissioning upon clinical 
activity in the English NHS: A mixed methods 
study of cervical screening. BMJ Open. 
 
Ryan, N. A., Davison, N., Cole, A., Payne, K., 
Evans, D. G., & Crosbie, E. J. (2019). A micro- 
costing study of screening for Lynch 
syndrome-associated pathogenic variants in 
an unselected endometrial cancer 
population: cheap as NGS chips?. Frontiers in 
Oncology, 9, 61. 
 
Morrison, A. P., Pyle, M., Gumley, A., 
Schwannauer,, ...Davies, L., Shields, G., ... & 
Hutton, P. (2019). Cognitive behavioural 
therapy for clozapine-resistant 
schizophrenia: the FOCUS RCT. Health 
Technology Assessment, 23(7). 

IN OTHER NEWS... 

UPCOMING MCHE 

SEMINARS 

Prof Mike Drummond 
Chair in Health Economics 
University of York 
Monday, 15th April 
 
 
Dr Padraig Dixon 
Research Fellow 
University of Bristol 
Monday, 20th May 
 
 
Dr Laura Bojke 
Reader in Health Economics 
University of York 
Monday, 10th June 
 
 

Lung cancer is the leading cause 
of cancer mortality across the 
globe with an estimated 2.09 
million deaths in 2018 (WHO, 
2019). Optimal treatment for lung 
cancer, if detected sufficiently 
early (stage I – IIIa) is surgery with 
curative intent; however, disease 
recurrence is estimated to occur 
in 40% of cases. The five year 
survival rate for patients with 
tumours less than 4cm is 73%; 
however, those with tumours 
greater than 4cm and/or have 
lymph node involvement have a 
poor five-year survival prognosis 
of 24 – 65%. Standard monitoring 
procedures vary across the UK, 
but typically involve patients 
attending hospital for a CT scan 
or chest X-ray.  
Liquid biopsy, a blood sample 
taken from the patient post- 
surgery for lung cancer, has  
 

emerged as a possible 
intervention that can be used 
to detect early 
disease recurrence through the 
analysis of key biomarkers 
including circulating tumour 
DNA (ctDNA) and circulating 
tumour cells (CTCs). A study, 
funded by Cancer Research UK, 
has been set-up to determine 
whether liquid biopsies can be 
used to detect recurrence earlier 
than standard surveillance 
procedures. The aim of this 
study is to produce an early 
economic model which explores 
the potential cost-effectiveness 
of the liquid biopsy 
intervention.  The project 
involves collaboration between 
MCHE (Katherine Payne and 
Cheryl Jones) and the 
Manchester Centre for Cancer 
Biomarker Sciences. 
 
 

Congratulations to Stuart Wright who welcomed a baby boy, Jamie Wright, on the 27th January • Welcome to Dr Federica Ciamponi 
who has joined MCHE • Congratulations to Gemma Shields who has been appointed to Lecturer in Healthcare Sciences at The 
University of Manchester's Interdisciplinary Innovations in Healthcare Science (I3HS) Hub

RECENT MCHE 

PRESENTATIONS 

Presentations at the ICMPE Fourteenth 
Workshop on Costs and Assessment in 
Psychiatry (Venice, March 2019): 
Linda Davies, Gemma Shields, Elizabeth 
Camacho, Penny Bee, Helen Brooks, 
Patrick Callaghan, Lesley-Anne Carter, 
Claire Fraser, Andrew Grundy, Kathryn 
Hinsliff-Smith, Oonagh Meade, Anne 
Rogers, Kelly Rushton, Peter Bower, Karina 
Lovell (UK): Service User and Carer Co- 
Delivered Training Programme for Mental 
Health Professionals to Enhance 
Involvement in Care Planning: A Cost- 
Effectiveness Analysis. 
 
Gemma Shields, Karina Lovell, Penny Bee, 
Claire Fraser, Andrew Grundy, Lauren 
Walker, Lindsey Cree, Dionysios Ntais, 
Matthew Hamilton, Peter Bower, Patrick 
Callaghan and Linda Davies (UK): A 
Discrete Choice Experiment to Measure 
Mental Health Service User Preferences for 
Involvement in Care Planning. 
 
Katherine Payne presented 'Measuring the 
value of precision medicine' at the World 
Healthcare Congress Europe 
(Manchester , March 2019). 


